
Simplifying Planning and Building 

Regulations

Chris Johnson

Chief Executive Officer, Urban Taskforce Australia



Urban Ideas- February 2018

















Urban Ideas- March 2017































Urban Ideas- August 2017



We must ask the following question. Could Sydney’s second 

global ranking for housing unaffordability be a direct result 

of Sydney having the second largest homes in the world?







10 best ways to reduce apartment costs

1. Apartment Sizes

2. Building Depth

6. Car Parking

7. Solar Access

3. Building Separation 

4. Communal Open Spaces

5. Deep Soil Zones

8. Natural Ventilation

9. Celling Heights for Kitchens

10.Number of Apartments per Lift 
Core 



Solar access + natural 

ventilation



Ceiling height + apartment 

numbers per lift core



Apartment size





November 2016



Prefabrication of Apartment Bathrooms



Prefabrication of Apartment Bathrooms



Urban Ideas- December 2014





Glenn Stevens Report on Housing Affordability

• Councils too focussed on existing owners

• Too much delegation to local levels• Too much delegation to local levels

• Independent decision making panels needed

• Length of time for rezoning + DAs too long

• Housing Co-ordinator proposed



Summary

• Big shift to apartments

• Design guides too rigid• Design guides too rigid

• More complying codes needed

• Levies excessive

• Planning system too complicated

• Too much decision making at local level
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